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L. F’.EI‘;S PROVIDE HELPFUL INSIGHAT INTO US MISSION THINKING
S CURRENT CAMBODIAN DEVELOPMENTE, WE ENDORSE YOUR REF A
CONMMENT THAT REF B SHOWS SCALLS OF COORDINATION PROCESE, W

TLULD AP ECLATE PRECIS OF EXCISED ACTION RECO‘\JIME\DA CIONS
O IDENTIFICATION OF :«EQQ"""‘K"‘DH@X\JK BACK CHAI\ANEL MESSAGE BY WHICH
LUNKEZR SENT THEM TO WASHINGTCN,

2. PARAS 17 AND I8 REF B STRIKE US AS UNDERPLAYING 5 MOST
IMPORTANT POINT,  IN 7 APRIL SESSION WITH SECRETARY LAIRD AND
CTHER CONVERSATIONS DOWNTCOWN 27 RECENT DAYS, I HAVE ARGUED
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INDVITABLY LIMIT SUCCESS OF EVEN OPTIMUM INTERNAL VIETNAMIZATION
2L OGRAM, RECARDLESS OF PROGRESS THAT MIGHT.BE ACHIEVZED IN
STRENGTHENING SOUTH VIETNAMESJ MILITARY AND POLICE STRUCTURE AN
TVEROVING INTERNAL POLITICAL CRGANIZATION, TRUE INTERNAL
SERCURITY 7Iiis REMAIN UNATTAINABLE SO LONG AS CO.;\/LMUL;._S 'S CaN
SUTLD LN STATION LARGE MILITARY FORCES IN SANCTUARIZL CLOEE
o WATOR SOUTH VIETNAMESE POPULATION CENTERS, FORCES Tk 2T CAN
LLWAYS SALLY FORTE AT TIMES AND PLACES OF HANOI'S CHOOS: I,
THIEU HAS MADE THIS POINT TO.IVL%NY PECPLE OVER THE PAST YEAR,
9B PITCHED IT VERY STRONGLY 70O ME DURING OUR CONVZRSATION
LAST NOVEMBER.
3. THINKING AS HE DOES, GIVEN HIS OWN PLRSO\TAL QUTLLCOK ¥
AND TEMPZAAMENT, AND GIVEN THE FACT THAT, IN THE FINAL ANLLUYZIZ
3 THIEU SEES HIMSELF AS THE C ODIAN OF SOUTH VIETNAM‘S NATIONAL
“ INTEREZSTS (MNOT ANYONE ELSE'S), THIED COULD HARDLY AVOID VI VING
1 POST-18 M. LV:NTQIN CAMBCDIA AS A :IEAVEN-SENT WINDFAL D, TE=T
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SOUTH VIETNAM SIMPLY CANNOT AFFORD TO SQUANDER, FOR A BRIEF

TIME AT AST, HANOI'S CAMBODIAN SANCT UARIES AND THE COMMUNIST

}
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FORCES THEREIN -- [LE,, THE RLALLY SERIOCUS LONG RANGE INTERNAL
STCURITY THREAT TO SOUTH VIETNAM -- ARE NO LONGER IMMUNE 70O
HARASSMENT, WHILE THIS SUN SHZN.'Elsa THIEU IS GdING TO I\/LAKE SOME
HLY, HE MAY MAKE T NUIET“ v, 3UT HE IS GOING TO MAKE IT
NONITHELESS,

IN SHORT, I HAVL ARGUL I—.l‘A T WHATEVER MESSFAGES CR
IN T UCTIONS AMBASSADOR BUNKER MAY RELAY .FROM WASHINGTON,

AND WHATEVER THIEU MAY SAY TO THZ AMBASSADOR IN RETURN, THE

GVN IS NOT GOING TO TURN A DEAF AR TC FARK UV"J.TS' REQUESTS FOX
URLP IN PICHTING AN AT LEAST TEMPORARILY COMMON ENEMY, NOR 1=

THE GVN GOING TO PASS UP ANY REALLY PROMISING CHA\TCE T CJ.L N

A FEW LICKS ON T8 OWN, THIEU'S ATTITUDES ON THIS MATTER (SHARED & 5 ¢

oIS SENIOR COLLEAGUES, PARTICULART.Y THI - % WITEH I\I THE GVN-3

TLITARY TSTABLISHMENT) ARE. ABRINBY FACTORS AND CONSIDLAT
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NOT SUBIECT TO US CONTHOL AND SHOULD BE ACKNOWLEDGED AS
CIVENS IN ANY CURRENT US POLITICAL CALCULATIONS, |
5. ILWQULD.WELCOI\/IE YOUR CO.MMENTS ON‘ ”J;‘I-IE ABOVE LINE OF
S REASONING AND WOULD LIKE 1 O KNOW I WE READ THIEU (AND THE CV\‘
THE SALIE WAY,

END OF MESSAGE

25X1 *(Calls Saigon| | to aitention of Hgs, as the final version of
Mission asueqsment oi.events in Camnbodia, Laos and South Vieinam as of 7 Apr.
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